Metastatic acetabular fractures: evaluation and approach to management.
Although bone metastasis to the acetabulum can cause significant disability from pain and immobility, little has been written about the diagnosis and management of a pathologic acetabular fracture. We present three patients with metastatic acetabular fractures and discuss an approach to evaluation and management. When a high index of suspicion of fracture exists, further radiographic workup is warranted. Management requires a multidisciplinary approach. Factors such as age, associated comorbidities, natural history of the underlying primary cancer, general health status, prognosis, acetabular fracture characteristics, and quality of bone should be considered. We briefly discuss the options available to nonoperative candidates.